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REMARKS 



This is intended as a full and complete Response to the Office Action dated 
September 30. 2003. having a shortened statutory period for response extended one 
month to expire on Janua^^ 30. 2004. Claims 1-105 remain pending in the applK^ation 
and are shown above. Claims 23-105 stand withdrawn by the Examiner. Claims 1-22 
stand rejected. Applicants have added new claims 106-129 to more clearly recte 

aspects of the invention. 

Applicants have amended claim 1 for reasons stated below. Applicants request 
consideration of claim 62-74 on grounds that claim 62 is a combination of claim 1 as 
amended, and thus is drawn to the same invention as claim 1 . Applicants further submrt 
that new claim 106 is a subcombination of claim 1 and new claim 118 is a combination 
of claim 106. Similarly. Applicants have amended base claims 23. 34, and 45 to 
present these claims as combinations of claim 1. Accordingly, consideration of new 
claims 106-12*9 and 23-62 is respectfully requested. Further, Applicants have cancelled 
claims 15. 28. 43. 52 and 75-105 without prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject matter 
contained therein. Please reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons 
discussed below. 

Claims 1-3. 6-8. 10, 18-19 and 21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Kawata etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,338,363). Claims 1.3-5, 9. 11-14, 
18-19 and 21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) as being anticipated by Tarvtani 
et ai. (U.S. Patent No. 6,179,920). Claims 15-17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tarutani et al. as applied to claims 1, 3-5, 9, 11-14, 
18-19 and 21 above, and further in view of Okayama et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,334,983). 
Claims 20 and 22 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tarutani et al. as applied to claims 1, 3-5. 9. 11-14. 18-19 and 21 above, and furtherin 
view of Huang et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,907,534). 

Applicants have amended base claim 1 to include the limitation of the "tapered 
bottom surface" as was recited in dependent claim 15. Accordingly, a discussion of the 
cited references and rejections of the Claims, other than Claim 1 5, is not necessary. 
Regarding Claim 1 5, the Examiner states that claim 1 5 is rejected because Tarutani et 
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„, ,or *e tapered bottom surface, "n* 
, Hisdose. *e daimed invention e«ep. ^ ^ ..rtace adjacent to a 

trrJen ^.es tt.t 0..ys<n. « ^ ^ ^.Tesu. in ..proved ,asn« 
looessing ohan,be. so that an edge » no. to,^ ^ ,„ p„«,s,ng 

Stance and un«n, »as „„u,d .ave .»en Cvioua to 

cnan^er." The Exan^ner. — ^ in order to aoNeve improved piasn.a 
p.ovideatape^-"'--;-'^^^ , ^^-^^ p,aced in tne process.^ 
restetance and uniform gas aisino 

c.am.er a. taught. yOicaya^^^^^ AppUcants agree that Tarc^an/ 

Applicants respectfully traverse m 1^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

..does not teach, .now, or ^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ wit. Tarutan/ ^ a,. 

However. Applicants disagree that O'^^'"^ 3, ^i^eloses an upper 

suggests the subject matter o. - pen ~„ holes, .nsulatlng 

Th be -suhstantlallv tapered so as to expand toward the processing <^^-" 
om^ma et .L, at col. 3. line 66 through col. 4. line 10 and at Rgures 2-7.) ORayama 
et a! does not relate to a covering member comprising a tapered bottom surface 
exterlding from the expanding channel to a peripheral portion of the covering member, 
as recited in claim 1 as amended and all other pending claims. Likewise, a comb.nat.on 
of the references. Tarutani et al. and Okayama et aL, does not motivate or suggest a 
covering member comprising an expanding channel at a central portion of the covering 
member and comprising a tapered bottom surface extending from the expanding 
channel to a peripheral portion of the covering member, as recited In the base claims, 
as well as those dependant therefrom. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection and 
allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 

The secondary references made of record are noted. However, it is tielieved that 
the secondary references are no more pertinent to the Applicants' disclosure than the 
primary references cited In the Office Action. Therefore. Applicants believe that a 
detailed discussion of the secondary references is not necessary for a full and complete 
Response to this Office Action. 
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